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Mystery Quilt

2009 Activities
Fabric Requirements

This is an EASY quilt. If you are an experienced quilter you'll find it fun and fast. If you are a beginning quilter you'll easily be able to do it with simple quilt-sewing skills. 
Full Size

Approximately 94 x 94" -- you can alter the border choices at the end if you wish to make it larger or a little smaller. The quilt size without borders is 81 x 81 inches. 

Assuming minimum of 40 inches wide

Print:  1¾ yards

Dark:  4 yards (can be 2 – 4 different fabrics as a scrappy that looks the same color from a distance)
Light:  3½ yards (can be scrappy as noted for dark)
Small Size

The final size will be approximately 42 x 42. 

Assuming minimum of 40 inches wide

Print:  1 yard

Dark:  2 yards

Light:  1½ yards

Tips on Fabric Selection

Print:  Choose a medium to large patterned, multi-colored fabric.  

For example, a big, bold floral, an ethnic print, or a bold fish print with at least 4-5 colors, more is okay  You want to choose a print which has a large enough pattern that a 3 inch square area looks different when moved around the fabric surface.  To test this - cut a 3 x 3 inch hole in a piece of cardboard, and move it around on the fabric.  You want to see a different "look" in different square areas.

Dark:  This is the fabric you will use in largest amount in the quilt.  Pick a rich color that goes with your print.  You might want to choose a "hand dyed" or batik.  Small tone-on-tone is also an option.  If you can choose 3-4 fabrics that from a distance read as a similar dark color instead of just one fabric.

Light:  You need a light or medium-light fabric which will go with the other two.  Again, a mottled fabric or 2-3 fabrics which look almost the same color from a distance will be more interesting that a solid fabric.
Quilt Designer Comment:  I encourage adding additional fabrics to the Dark and Light selections. I used 3 fabrics in each category and it makes for a much more interesting quilt.
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